T He Copre oF Famany

Compiled by Jon “Oracle of Athas” Sederqvist and Dave "Angantyr" Ries-Clark

Derived from The Code of Hammurabi as translated by L.W. King as presented in The Avalon Project at
Yale Law School: http://elsinore.cis.yale.edu/lawweb/avalon/medieval/hamframe.htm

“fJamanu, K/hg of the World | ord of the [Jeavens and the [~ arth, [ jon of [//r/k am J; my
Li’n‘ga/om is uncqua/cc/ among the /anals; my will 2 w; my reign supreme; my mercy infinitesimal. /

have no cqua/ among mortal and immortal a//.éc; there is none who can C/la//cnge me, for my m{g/zt
is eternal and my power /s omnlpotcnt. By my w//[ whose foundations are laid so solidly as
those of the heavens and the carth, this law is /a/c/zfortﬁ, s0 that none may have will against mine
owrn, and that all may work to the fulfillment of my undeniable will

[Tamanu, the Congueror, called of A thas am/ ma/</'n‘g riches and increase. | made great the
name of, Ur/'k and broug/;t p/@nt@ous water to its /}7/73/7/'tar7t5, /Iicaloea/ up the /IEfVCSfS) and

smote mine enemy with fire. Mﬂ reach is as the sun, whose rays shed //g/7t over the lands of ( ik
and beyond [am the /<1hg, obcycd f)ﬂ the four quarters of the world. Beloved of ( Jrik, am |7

(_opr or | aws

ACCUSATION

i lf any one bring an accusation against a man, and the accused goto the arena and there engage in combat
before the Peoplc, if he there Perish, his accuser shall take Possession of his house. Put if the arena prove that the
accused is not guiltg, and he triumph, then he who had brought the accusation shall be put to death, while he who in
the arena shall take Possession of the house that had ]:)elorxgec{ to his accuser.

2. F any one bring an accusation of any crime before my templars, and does not prove what he has chargecl, he
shall, if it be a caPital offense cl’largec{, be sent to the arena to do combat.

5 |fhe satisﬁj the templars to imPosc a fine of water, grain, or money, he shall receive the fine that the action

PFOCJUCCS.



4. Ifa temPIar try a case, reach a decision, and present hisjuc{gment in writing; if later error shall appear in his
decision, and it be through his own fault, then if it be against a noble, then he shall pay twelve times the fine set bg
him in the case, and he shall be Pubhclg removed from thejuclge’s bench, and never again shall he sit there to render

judgement

5. 1Fit be against a freed man, then he shall reverse his decision, but may remain ajucige.

6. |Fithe against a slavc, then there is no error.

THIEVERY

7- I}C any one steal the Propcrty of a templar orof Hamanu, he shall be sentenced to combat in the arena, and also
the one who receives the stolen thing from him shall be sent to the arena.

8. I]C any one bug from the son or the slave of another man, without witnesses or a contract, ceramic or silver, a male
or female slave, an inix or a kank, a mekillot or angthing, or if he take it in charge, he is considered a thief and shall be
sent to the arena to do combat.

9. I}C any one steal inix or i<an§<, ora mcid”ot, ora crodlu or any other bcast, if it }Jc!ong to Hamanu ortoa tcmPlar,
the thief shall pay thfr‘tygolcl therefore; if tlﬁeg belonged to a freed man he shall pay tenfold; if the thief has notlﬁing
with which to pay he shall be sent to ﬁght in the arena.

io. Jf any one lose an article, and find it in the Possession of another: if the person in whose Possession the thfng is
found say LYAN merchant sold it to me, | Paid forit before witnesses," and if the owner of the tl‘n’ng say, 1] will }Jring
witnesses who know my property,” then shall the Purchaser bring the merchant who sold it to him, and the witnesses
before whom he bought it, and the owner shall bring witnesses who can identi% his property. Tl‘ne ’ccmp|ar shall
examine their tcstimony»both of the witnesses before whom the Pricc was Paic{, and of the witnesses who idcntifg
the lost article on oath. T}'\e merchant is then Proved to be a thief and shall be sentenced to arena combat. Tl’ue
owner of the lost article receives his property, and he who bought it receives the money he Paid from the estate of
the merchant.

1. )f the Purchaser does not bring the merchant and the witnesses before whom he boug!‘xt the articlc, but its
owner bring witnesses who icienthcy it, then the buger is the thief and shall be put to death, and the owner receives
the lost article.

i2. |f the owner do not }Jring witnesses to identhcy the lost article, he is an evil-doer, he has traduced, and shall be
sentenced to arena combat.

i3. I)C the witnesses be not at hanc{, then shall the tcmplar seta Iimit, at the exPiration of six months. ]1C his witnesses
have not aPPearec{ within the six months, he is an evil-doer, and shall bear the fine of the Penc{ing case.

i4. l)C any one steal the minor son of anotl'ler, he shall be Put to death.

15. IIC any one take a male or female slave of a templar, or a male or female slave of a freed man, outside the cit}j
gates, he shall be Put to death.

ié. I)C any one receive into his house a runaway male or female slave of a tcmplar, orofa Frccc{man, he shall be Put
to death.

7. I)C any one find runaway male or female slaves in the open country and bring them to their masters, the master of

the slaves shall pay him two ceramic Pieces.



18.|f the slave will not give the name of the master, the finder shall bring him to the temP|ars; a further investigation
must Fo”ow, and the slave shall be returned to his master.

19. ]F he hold the slaves in his }wouse, and t}ﬁeg are cauglﬁt t!’xere, he shall be Put to death.

20. I]C the slave that he caug)‘wt run away from l‘lim, then shall he swear to the owners of the slavc, and he is free of all
blame.

21 Jf any one break a hole into a house (break in to stcal), he shall be put to death before that hole and be buried.
22.Jf any one is committing a robbcry andis caught, then he shall be sentenced to arena combat.

2% |f the thief is not caugl’ut, then shall he who was robbed claim under oath before a templar the amount of his
loss; then shall the community, the person on whose ground and territory - and tcmplar in whose domain it was
comPensate him for the goods stolen.

24 |ffire break outin a house, and some one who comes to put it out cast his eye upon the property of the owner

of the house, and take the Propertg of the master of the l’lOUSC, he shall be thrown into that self-same fire.

SOLDIERS

25. [F an officer or a soldier, who has been ordered to go upon [Jamanu's higl’xwag for war does not g0, but hires a
mercenary, if he withholds the comPcnsation, then shall this officer or man be put to death, and he who rcprcscntcd
him shall take possession of his house.

26.|F an officer or soldier be caugl'lt in batt|e, and if his property be given to another and he take Posscssion, it he
return and reaches his Place, his property shall be returned to him, he shall take it over again.

27. [f an officer or a soldier be caught in battle, if his son is able to enterinto possession, then the property shall
be given to him, he shall take over the fee of his father.

28. [Fhis son is still young, and can not take Possession, a third of the property shall be given to his mother, and
she shall }Jring him up.

29.[f an officer or a soldieris caPtured in war, and a merchant buy him free, and bring him back to his Place; if he
have the means in his house to }DUH his freedom, he shall bu9 himself free: if he have notl‘n’ng in his house with which
to buy himself free, he shall not be freed.

CONSFIRATORS

30. ]F conspirators meet in the house of a tavernJceePcr, and these conspfrators are not captured and delivered to

the tcmplars, the tavcrnJ@cPcr shall be sent to the arena to do combat.

CLAIMS

31, lf any one be on ajoumey and entrust Pieces of ceramic, of silver, Precious stones, or any movable property to

another, and wish to recover it from him; if the latter do not bring all of the property to the aPPointcd P|ace, but



aPProPriate it to his own use, then shall this man, who did not t)ring the property to hand it over, be convicted, and
he shall pay fivefold for all that had been entrusted to him.

52 |f any one have a claim for water, grain, or money upon another and imPrison him; if the Prisoncr die in Prison a
natural clcattl, the case shall gono further.

33 |f the Prisoner dic in Prison from blows or maltreatment, the master of the Prisoner shall convict the merchant
before a templar. ]t he was a free-born man, the son of the merchant shall be sent to the arena; if it was a slave, he

shall pay five silver, and all that the master of the Prisoncrgavc he shall forfeit.

MARRIAGLE

34 |f a man take a woman to wife, but have no intercourse with her, this woman is no wife to him.

55 |f a man's wife be surprised with another man, both shall be tied and thrown into a pit, but the husband may
Pardon his wife.

%6.|f aman give his claugtltcr }33 a concubine a dowrg, and a husband, and a deed; if then her father die, she shall
receive no portion from the Patcmal estate.

37. |f a man do not give a dowrg to his claugtlter 133 a concubine, and no husband; if then her father die, her brother
shall give hera c{owry accorc{ing to her father's wealth and secure a husband for her.

ADOFTION

%8.|f a man adopt a child and to his name as son, and rear him, this grown son can not be demanded back again.
%9 |f a man adoPt a son, and if after he has taken him he injure his foster father and mother, then this adoPteci son
shall return to his father's house.

40. The sonofa paramour in the Palace service, or of a Prostitute, can not be demanded back.

41. [f an artisan has undertaken to rear a child and teaches him his craft, he can not be demanded back.

42. [f he has not taught him his craft, this ac]oPtecl son may return to his father's house.

4% |f a man does not maintain a child that he has adoptccl as a son and reared with his other ctwilc{rcn, then his
acloptec{ son may return to his father's house.

44 |f a man, who had adoPtecl a son and reared him, founded a houschold, and had children, wish to put this
adoptcc{ son out, then this son shall not simp|3 go his way. His adoPtivc father shall give him of his wealth one-third
of a child's Portion, and then he may go. [He shall not give him of the field, garden, and house.

45 [fasonofa paramour or a Prostitutc say to his adoPtivc father or mother: "You are not my father, or my
mother," his tongue shall be cut off.

+6.If the son of a paramour or a Prostitutc desire his father's house, and desert his adoptive father and adoptive
mother, and goes to his father's twouse, then shall his eye be Put out.

47. |faman give his child to a nurse and the child die in her hands, but the nurse unbeknown to the father and
mother nurse another child, then theg shall convict her of having nursed another child without the knowlcdgc of the
father and mother and her breasts shall be cut off.



ACTSOFVIOLENCE

48. |f a son strike his father, his hands shall be hewn off.
49. llC a man Put out the eye of another man, his eye shall be Put out.

50. ]F he break another man's bone, his bone shall be broken.

51. IIC he Put out the eye of a freed man, or break the bone of a freed man, he shall pay one go|d coin orits
equivalcnt in goods‘

52. I}C he Put out the eye of aman's sIavc, or break the bone of a man's slave, he shall pay one-half of its value.
573. ]F a man knock out the teeth of his equal, his teeth shall be knocked out.

54 |f he knock out the teeth of a freed man, he shall pay three silvers orits cquivalcnt in gooc{s.

55.|f any one strike the bodg of aman hig}’mer in rank than he, he shall receive sixty blows with a sygra~w}1fp in
Public.

56.|f afreed man strike the Bocly of another freed man, he shall pay one silver or its equivalent in goocls.

57. I]C the slave of a freed man strike the boclg of afreed man, his ear shall be cut off.

58.|f during a quarrcl one man strike another and wound him, then he shall swear, *| did not injurc him wittingly," and
pay the Phgsfcians.

59.|f the man die of his wound, he shall swear similarly, and if he (the deceased) was a free-born man, he shall pay
five silvers in money.

60. |f he was a freed man, he shall pay three silvers orits cquiva|ent n gooc{s‘

61. [f a man strike a free-born woman so that she lose her unborn child, he shall pay one silver orits equivalent in
goocls for herloss.

62. |[f the woman die, his daughtcr shall be put to death.

63. [f a woman of the frec class lose her child bg a blow, he shall pay five ceramics in money.

64 |f this woman die, he shall pay five silvers orits cquivalcnt in goods.

65. GC he strike the maid-servant of a man, and she lose her chi|cl, he shall pay two ceramics in money.

66.|f this maid-servant die, he shall pay three silvers orits cquiva|ent in gooc{s‘

PHYSICIANS

67. [fa Physician make a Iargc incision with an oPcrating knife and cure it, or if he open a tumor (over the cge) with
an oPerating knife, and saves the eye, he shall receive one silverin money.

68. |f the Paticnt be afreed man, he receives five ceramics.

69. [f he be the slave of some one, his owner shall give the Phgsician two ceramics.

70. If a Phgsician make a largc incision with the operating knife, and ill him, or open a tumor with the operating
knife, and cut out the eye, his hands shall be cut off.

71, Ifa Pl’uysician make a large incision in the slave of a freed man, and kill him, he shall replace the slave with

another slave.

72. [f he had opened a tumor with the operating knife, and put out his eye, he shall pay half his value.



73 fa Phgsician heal the broken bone or discased soft part of a man, the Paticnt shall pay the P}wgsician five
ceramics in money.

74 [f he were a freed man he shall pay three ceramics.

75. [f he were a slave his owner shall pay the P!‘)gsician two ceramics.

76. [fa veterinary surgeon Perform a serious oPeration on a crodlu or an inix, and cure it, the owner shall pay the
surgeon one-fifth of a ceramic as a fee.

77. |f he Pcncorm a serious opcration on a crodlu, inix or other beast of burden, and kill it, he shall pay the owner

one-fourth of its value.

BARBERS

7 8. I]C a barber, without the knowlcdge of his master, cut the sign of a slave on a slave not to be solc{, the hands of
this barber shall be cut off.
79. |f any one deceive a barbcr, and have him mark a slave not for sale with the sign of a slave, he shall be put to

death, and buried in his house. T he barber shall swear: "] did not mark him wittinglg," and shall be guiltlcss.

BUILDERS

80. |[f a builder build a house for some one and complete it, he shall give him a fee of two ceramics in money for each
squarcmeter of surface.

81.|f a builder build a house for some one, and does not construct it Properlg, and the house which he built fall in
and kill its owner, then that builder shall be sentenced to arena combat.

82. [f it kill the son of the owner the son of that builder shall be put to death.

83. ]]C it kill a slave of the owner, then he shall pay slave for slave to the owner of the house.

84 If it ruin goocls, he shall make compcnsation for all that has been ruined, and inasmuch as he did not construct
Properlg this house which he built and it fell, he shall re-erect the house from his own means.

85.fa builder build a house for some one, even tl'lougl'l he has not yet comp|etecl it; if then the walls seem toPPIing,

the builder must make the walls solid from his own means.

BEASTS OF BURDEN

86.If any one imPresses a beast of burden for forced labor, he shall pay three silvers in money.

87.|f any one hire carru fora year, he shall pay four silvers worth of corn for Plow-carru.

88. As rent of herd sygra he shall pay three silvers worth of corn to the owner.

89.|f any one hire a kank, inix or a croc”u, and a dune reaper kill it in the Fie|cl, the loss is upon its owner.

90. I]C any one hire beasts of burclen, and kill them }33 bad treatment or blows, he shall comPensate the owner, beast
forbeast.



91. ]F aman hire a kank, and he break its leg or ciamage its antennae, he shall compensate the owner with kank for
kank.

92. H: any one hire a beast of }Durden, and Put out its eye, he shall pay the owner one-half of its value.

9. |f any one hire a sygra, and break off a horn, or cut off its tail, or hurt its muzzle, he shall pay one-fourth of its
value in money.

94 |f any one hire a beast, and lig}‘ntning strike it that it die, the man who hired it shall swear bg [Hamanu and be
considered gui|t|css.

95. |f an animal or beast is found within the city walls, itis a citizen’s clutg to kill it and summon the temPlars. The
owner can set up no claim.

96. |f a mekillot be rampant, and it shown that he is rampant, and he do not control the beast, or summon a
Psiomicist for aid, and the mekillot tramples on a free-born man and kill him, the owner shall pay five silvers in money.

97. [f he kill a man's slave, he shall pay three silvers or its equivalent in goocls.

TENDINGFIELDS

98. |f any one agree with another to tend his field, give him seed, entrust a 301(6 of beasts to him, and bind him to
cultivate the field, if he steal the corn or Plants, and take them for himself, his hands shall be hewn off.

99. GC he take the seed-corn for hfmselF, and do not use the 3oi<e of beasts, he shall comPensate him for the amount
of the seed-corn.

100. |f he sublet the man's 3ol<e of beasts or steal the seed-corn, P|anting notl'\ing in the field, he shall be convicted,
and pay for each ceramic worth of corn that was to be made from the sawcorn. I:or cach c{ag and each beast sublet
he shall receive ten blows with a sggra~whip.

1o1. [fhis community will not pay for him, then he shall be P|aced in that field with the beasts (at work).

i02. I]C any one hire a field Iaborcr, he shall pay him at least four silvers worth of corn peryear.

io%. |f any one hire a beast-tamer, he shall pay him at least six silvers worth of corn peryear.

104, |f any one steal a water-wheel from the field, he shall pay five ceramics in money to its owner.

105. GC any one steal a shadduf (usecl to draw water from the river or canal) ora Plow, he shall pay three ceramics in

moneg.

HAERDSMEN

i06. Jf any one hire a herdsman for carru, sygra or other herd animals, he shall pay him at least cight silvers worth of
corn per year.

107. |f he kill the animals or beasts of burden that were given to him, he shall compensate the owner with animal for
animal and beast for beast.

108. ]]c a }werdsman, to whom animals or beasts have been entrusted for watcl’n’ng over, and who has received his
wages as agrecd upon, and is satisfied, diminish the number of the animals and beasts, or make the increase }33 birth

less, he shall make good the increase or Progit which was lost in the terms of settlement.



109. ]]c a }werdsman) to whose care animals or beasts have been entrusted, be gui!tg of fraud and make false returns
of the natural increase, or sell them for money, then shall he be convicted and pay the owner ten times the loss.

1 10. [f the animal be killed in the stable 53 accident, orif a monster kill it, the herdsman shall declare his innocence
before [Hamanu, and the owner bears the accident in the stable.

111.]f the herdsman overlook something, and an accident haPPen in the stable, then the herdsman is at fault for the
accident which he has caused in the stable, and he must compcnsate the owner for the animals or beasts.

ii2.Jf any one hire an inix for thrcshing, the amount of the hire is one ceramic worth of corn.

11%. [f he hire a mekillot for t}ﬁreshing, the hire is two ceramics worth of corn.

i14. [fhe hire a young animal for thrcshing, the hire is five bits worth of corn.

CARTS

i15.F any one hire kank, cart and driver, he shall pay three ceramics worth of corn per dag.
116. ]]C any one hire a cart alone, he shall pay four bits worth of corn per dag.

DAY LABORERS

i17. I]C any one hire a dag laborer, he shall pay him from the New Year until the fifth month (when dags are |orxg and
the work hard) at least six bits in money per c{ag; from the sixth month to the end of the year he shall give him at least
five bits per clag.

i18.Jf any one hire a skilled artisan, he shall pay as wages of the ha|1c~da5 at least five bits, as wages of the potter

five bits, of a tailor five bits, of a carpcnterﬁve bits, of a roPcmal(erxcour bits, of a mason four bits a dag.

PURCHASE OF SLAVES

119. ]F any one Bu3 a male orfemale slave, and before a month has clapscd the benu-disease be c{cvelopcd, he shall
return the slave to the seller, and receive the money which he had Pafd.

120.Jf any one bg a male or female slave, and a third party claim it, the selleris liable for the claim.

i21.|Fwhileina Foreign city a man bug a male or female slave belonging to another of his own city i when he return
home the owner of the male or female slave recognize it: if the male or female slave be a native of the city, he shall
give them back without any money.

122. ]F tlﬁey are from another citg, the }Duger shall declare the amount of money Paic] therefore to the merchant, and
kecP the male or female slave.

12%.|f a slave say to his master: "You are not my master,” if theg convict him his master shall cut off his car.



Hamanus T rLocuE

“ AWS o j’ust/cc which | "J’amanu, the wise ;é/ng, established. | 7’amanu, profechhg ,é/ng am/ |
have not withdrawn mﬂse/zf from my Pcop/e, nor have | ncg/c‘ctea/ my c/ty. [/l//t/7 the strcngtﬁ of
my arm, with the acuteness of my vision, with the a’ept/z/essncss of my wisdom, | have tr/um/oﬁec/
over (//n}é 's enemies. / have subdued the cart/7, broug/ﬂf Prosper/iy to the /anaf guarantccc/

sccur/tﬂ to the inhabitants in their homes.

7_/76 L/hg who ruleth among the Llhgs of the cities am / Mﬂ words are well COI’IS/HCI‘C‘G{' there is
no wisdom like unto mine. In future time, tﬁrougﬁ all coming generations, let all who may be in the
Jand observe the words of law which / have written. Let none alter the law of the land which /
have given, Jest my wra th fall upon him and his descendants. f—]’amanu, the /</’17(g of the Wor/c/,
am / /\//ﬂ words are well cons/a/crcc/,- my deeds are not equa/ec/. 7



